[bookmark: _96pk64y4o9bi]No King But the True King
Week 1: When We Want a King
Scripture: 1 Samuel 8:1-22
Key Verse: 1 Samuel 8:19-20a
Prayer: “Lord, we confess that we have often chased after lesser kings, looking for power, security, and identity apart from You. Teach us to surrender our hearts and trust fully in Jesus, the only King who truly gives.”
[bookmark: _ga3c3841a6be]Introduction: The Kings We Crave
Good morning, church. Today we are beginning a new series called “No King but the True King.” Over the next four weeks, we are going to confront one of the most subtle but dangerous temptations we face: the temptation to trust in human kings—leaders, systems, people, and even ourselves—instead of trusting in God.
As we begin today, I’d like to ask you a difficult question: Who is sitting on the throne of your life?
Who—or what—are you looking to for power, security, or identity?
Pastor - You may take a moment to share your own answer and reflection to this question about Who’s sitting on the throne of your life? 
We live in a world where people say, “No kings!” No one tells me what to do. I’m in charge of my own life. But here’s the irony: even when we say “no kings,” we’re still looking for something to rule us. Something to lead us. Something to save us.
The truth is, we all want a king. We want someone or something to give us a sense of belonging, safety, and success. We want protection, direction, and leadership.
And this isn’t a new thing, even the people of God in 1 Samuel 8 were no different. They wanted a king. They wanted to be like the other nations. They thought an earthly king would solve their problems.
But what they were really doing was rejecting God as their true king. And before we judge them too quickly—if we’re honest—we can do the same thing.
Let’s look at their story as we begin our series today.
[bookmark: _s1av13odosyj]Main Teaching: When We Want a King
[bookmark: _61vnvycpw3vi]Read 1 Samuel 8:1-22
[bookmark: _ioql06dwix0w]Point 1: We Reject God When We Demand Earthly Kings
Read: 1 Samuel 8:4–7
Let’s walk into the story together. The elders of Israel come to the prophet Samuel with a bold demand: “You are old, and your sons do not follow your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.” (v. 5)
Samuel is troubled. He knows this isn’t just about leadership—it’s a heart issue.
 But God tells him plainly: “It is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king.” (v. 7)
And this is the core issue… Not only for them, but for us. 
They weren’t just asking for organization—they were trading trust for control. They wanted a king they could see. A king they could measure. A king they could point to and say, “This is who saves us.”
But in asking for that kind of king, they were rejecting God’s reign over their lives.
And here's the irony: The whole story of Israel up to this point was about how God had rescued them, led them, protected them, and provided for them—as their King.
Reference: Exodus 15:18 – “The Lord will reign for ever and ever.”
God had been their Deliverer, their Lawgiver, their Warrior—their King. But now they want to be like the other nations.
Reference: Judges 21:25 – “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.”
Israel thought their problem was lack of leadership, but their real problem was lack of trust.
They didn’t want to wait on God.
They didn’t want to be set apart anymore.
They didn’t want the kind of King who worked in invisible, upside-down ways.
They wanted control.
And if we’re honest, we do this too.
We may not ask for a literal king—but we look to other people, platforms, systems, or even ourselves to give us what only God can provide.
· We crown success and expect it to make us feel secure.
· We crown politics and expect it to give us peace.
· We crown approval and expect it to give us identity.
· We crown ourselves and expect to be in control.
But just like Israel, in asking for other kings, we are rejecting the reign of the One True King.
Reference: Jeremiah 2:13 – “My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.”
We trade the fountain of living water for a broken cup that can’t hold anything. We trade the King who gives for rulers who only take.
Question for Reflection: Who—or what—are you tempted to trust instead of God?
[bookmark: _c92phrkygyuv]Point 2: Earthly Kings Always Take
Read: 1 Samuel 8:10-18
After the people demand a king, God tells Samuel to warn them—to tell them what a king will really do. And Samuel doesn’t sugarcoat it. He says plainly:
“This is what the king who will reign over you will claim as his rights...” (v. 11)
And then comes the list:
· He will take your sons and make them fight his battles.
· He will take your daughters to serve in his palace.
· He will take the best of your fields, vineyards, and olive groves.
· He will take a tenth of your grain and flocks.
· He will take your servants, your donkeys, your time.
Over and over again, the warning rings out:
“He will take… he will take… he will take.”
And then Samuel finishes with a chilling line:
“When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king you have chosen, but the Lord will not answer you in that day.” (v. 18)
Here’s the truth: Earthly kings always take.
They may come with charm. They may promise you strength and status. They may promise to fight for you, provide for you, or protect you. But in the end—they serve themselves.
Reference: Psalm 146:3 – “Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save.”
They over-promise and under-deliver.
· They promise security, but bring slavery.
· They promise power, but bring oppression.
· They promise identity, but leave us empty
And here’s what makes this so tragic: The people of God were trading the generosity of God for the greed of human kings. They were exchanging a God who gave them everything—freedom, land, purpose, identity—for a ruler who would take it all away.
Reference: Isaiah 30:1-2 – “Woe to the obstinate children,” declares the Lord, “to those who carry out plans that are not mine… who go down to Egypt without consulting me; who look for help… but not look to the Holy One of Israel.”
Just like Israel, we often turn to kings…
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