[bookmark: _heading=h.4qtuc9s4mger]In His Name
[bookmark: _heading=h.fape8uz5c342]Week 1: The Name Above All Names
[bookmark: _heading=h.4o2a9xrzkkew]Main Idea: The name of Jesus stands above every other name—past, present, and future—because it carries the authority, power, and victory of the risen Christ. When we live and act in His name, we step into His strength, not our own, becoming vessels of His love, courage, and hope in the world. To go “in His name” is to live empowered by His presence and aligned with His purpose.

Prayer: “We thank You that in Your name we find our strength, our purpose, and our peace. Teach us to live each day in the power of Your authority and the calm of Your victory. May Your name be lifted high in our words, our actions, and our hearts this week.”

Scripture: Philippians 2:9–11, John 16:33

(All scripture is taken from the NIV unless otherwise noted) 
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Introduction
Names have weight. They represent identity, authority, and relationship. When someone signs their name to a document, it means they stand behind it. When a soldier wears a name on their uniform, it tells you who they belong to. And when someone you love calls your name, it reminds you that you’re known.
But there is one name that stands above every other name—the name of Jesus. Paul tells us in Philippians 2 that after Jesus humbled Himself and took on the form of a servant, God exalted Him and gave Him “the name that is above every name.” This isn’t just a statement of honor—it’s a declaration of divine authority. 
The name of Jesus carries the power of heaven itself.
When we pray in His name, serve in His name, and love in His name, we are not relying on our own ability or influence. We’re moving in the power and authority of the risen King. That’s what this series, In His Name, is all about—learning to live boldly, love courageously, and bring hope wherever we go because Jesus goes with us.
Over the next four weeks, we’ll discover what it truly means to live empowered by the authority, power, and peace of Jesus. And it all begins right here—with understanding that the name of Jesus isn’t just powerful in heaven; it’s powerful in your life, your home, and your calling. When you live in His name, you carry His presence into every moment and His victory into every battle.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Main Teaching
So if the name of Jesus is above every name, what does that really mean for us today?
It means that when God exalted Jesus, He placed all things under His authority—every power, every problem, every name that could ever stand against you. His name isn’t just to be admired; it’s meant to be lived under and lived out.
You see, authority isn’t about dominance or control—it’s about rightful power and divine order. Jesus has been given the name that carries ultimate authority in heaven and on earth. And when we belong to Him, that authority changes how we see our circumstances, how we respond to challenges, and how we represent Him in the world.
So let’s begin here—with what it means to live under the authority of His name. Because before we can move boldly or love courageously, we have to understand whose name we carry and the power that stands behind it.
[bookmark: _heading=h.mq9bw7trumi4]Point 1: The Authority of His Name
When Paul writes that God gave Jesus “the name that is above every name” (Philippians 2:9), he’s not talking about a label — he’s describing a position. Jesus has been given supreme authority, the kind of authority that no human, government, or power can ever rival. Every knee will bow, and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. That’s the language of victory, of sovereignty, of divine kingship.
In Scripture, names represent identity and authority. To know someone’s name was to know something of their nature and their power. When Jesus sends His followers out in His name, He’s not just giving them permission — He’s giving them His authority to act on His behalf. It’s as if the King of kings hands us His royal seal and says, “Go — carry My message, show My love, and bring My kingdom wherever you go.”
(Pastor - this is the kind of authority that an ambassador moves with, and that Paul describes in 2 Cor. 5:20. You could mention this point, as this is the focus of the week 2 sermon.)
That means we don’t speak, serve, or stand in our own name. We don’t pray hoping our words will carry weight because of our worthiness or strength. We pray in the name that heaven recognizes — the name that commands storms to still, demons to flee, and hearts to be healed. The name of Jesus carries divine authority over every other name: fear, shame, addiction, sickness, or despair.
When you understand His authority, it changes your posture. You stop living from a place of insecurity or striving, and you start living from a place of confidence and peace. You stop carrying burdens that were never yours to bear, because you remember that Jesus’ authority covers every situation you face.
So let me ask: What “names” have tried to speak louder than Jesus in your life?
 Maybe the name of fear.
 Maybe the name of failure.
 Maybe the name of control, comparison, or doubt.
Just remember that for every name that accuses or intimidates, there is a higher name — the name of Jesus. And when you act in His name, you don’t act alone or powerless. You stand under His covering, walk in His confidence, and move in His victory.
Point 2: The Power of His Name
We’ve seen that Jesus has ultimate authority—every power in heaven and earth is under His name. But authority isn’t just a title on a throne; authority becomes meaningful when it is activated, when it is put to work. That’s where power comes in. The authority of His name gives Him the right to rule—but the power of His name gives Him the ability to act in your life today.
When Scripture says that every knee will bow and every tongue will confess His lordship (Philippians 2:10–11), it’s describing a reality that is both spiritual and practical. Jesus’ name has power over the forces that oppress, discourage, or threaten us.
Throughout the Gospels, we see this power in action. The blind receive sight, the sick are healed, storms are calmed, and even death is conquered—all through the authority and power of His name. And the good news? That power is not reserved for heaven alone—it is available to us today, when we pray, speak truth, and act in His name.
Living in the power of His name means that we are not left to struggle in our own strength. We don’t have to face fear, temptation, or opposition alone. When we step forward in Jesus’ name, we carry His power with us: the power to forgive, to love sacrificially, to stand boldly for truth, and to bring hope in the darkest places.
Think for a moment: what would change in your life if you truly believed that the name of Jesus has power over every obstacle you face? What if every situation, no matter how hopeless, had an answer simply because you moved in His name?
Pastor - Could you share a personal experience here about the power of Jesus as seen in your life, your church’s life, or the community’s life that you live in? 
Living in the power of Jesus’ name is not just about miracles—it’s about transformation. It’s about living courageously, speaking truth, and loving boldly because the same power that raised Jesus from the dead is available to you through His name.
Point 3: The Peace of His Name
We’ve seen that Jesus’ name carries authority over all things and that His power is real, active, and life-changing. But authority and power are not just meant to overwhelm or intimidate—they are meant to bring peace. When we live under His authority and walk in His power, we step into the rest and calm that only His name can provide. Peace is not just the absence of conflict; it is the presence of His victory and provision in every part of our lives.
The name of Jesus brings peace to those who believe. Philippians 2 reminds us that every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. For those who belong to Him, this is not only a future event—it is a present reality. The authority and power of His name create order in our chaos, courage in our fear, and calm in our storms.
Living in the peace of His name means trusting that you are not carrying your burdens alone. It means letting His authority govern your decisions, letting His power sustain your courage, and letting His presence calm your anxious heart. The name of Jesus ushers in a peace that is unlike anything the world offers—complete, enduring, and available to all who believe.
Imagine facing your biggest fear, your deepest worry, or your heaviest burden, and instead of succumbing to stress or doubt, you stand firm, confident that His name has authority, His name has power, and His name brings peace. That is the promise for everyone who acts, prays, and lives in His name.
Peace in His name doesn’t mean life is without challenges—it means life is under control. It means that whatever comes against you, you can move forward with courage and hope because Jesus has already won the ultimate victory. Remember John 16:33, “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Conclusion
When Paul wrote that God gave Jesus “the name that is above every name,” he wasn’t just describing a moment in heaven—he was revealing a truth meant to transform how we live on earth. The name of Jesus is not a magic word or a religious formula; it’s the declaration that Christ reigns supreme. His name represents His authority that conquers every rival, His power that transforms every heart, and His peace that steadies every storm.
When you belong to Jesus, His name covers your life. You no longer walk in your own strength or identity—you walk in His. That means you don’t have to fear what’s ahead, strive for control, or carry shame from what’s behind. The authority of His name has the final word. The power of His name is still working in you. And the peace of His name is available right now, even in the middle of uncertainty.
As we work through this series, In His Name, let this truth sink in: everything you do, every prayer you pray, every act of love you offer—can be done in His name. You’re not representing yourself; you’re representing the King of kings. You don’t go in your own strength; you go in His power. You don’t live to prove yourself; you live to make His name known.
[bookmark: _heading=h.i517tt9d7hb]Application: Living This Out
This week, ask yourself:
· Where do I need to submit to the authority of Jesus’ name?
 (What area of my life am I still trying to control on my own?)

· Where do I need to trust the power of His name?
 (What situation feels too big or too broken for Him to handle?)

· Where do I need to rest in the peace of His name?
 (Where has anxiety or fear stolen my sense of God’s presence?)

Each time you pray, each time you face a challenge, whisper His name. Let it remind you: You carry the authority of Christ, the power of His Spirit, and the peace of His presence.
Let’s pray together.

