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FOREWORD
Do you love music? Do you embrace worshipping God in 
community? Perhaps you have been called to lead worship.

In this short booklet, we provide essential insights from 
Hillsong Church worship pastor Darlene Zschech and 
worship pastor Michael Dottin from Abundant Life Church in 
Cambridge Massachusetts. Start today with 12 practical steps 
to discover your call! Then, get practical scripture references 
to study as you prayerfully consider this life-changing calling.

–SERMONCENTRAL.COM  /  CHURCHJOBFINDER.COM

http://darlenezschech.com/
http://michaeldottin.com/
http://churchjobfinder.com/


CONSIDER THE 10 
ESSENTIALS OF A 
WORSHIP PASTOR
BY DARLENE ZSCHECH 
 
WORSHIP PASTOR OF HILLSONG 
CHURCH, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

http://darlenezschech.com/


1. THE WORSHIP 
OF GOD IS HOLY
God is not common; hence worship is not a 
gig, not a right to prove our abilities, not an 
opportunity to sing our favorite songs. We 
worship because he is a holy God, and we the 
created—made for his pleasure—worship and 
serve the Creator because he alone is worthy.



2. REGARDING 
EXCELLENCE
We bring our finest, because we care that our 
sacrifice is truthful and brought with integrity 
of heart. The first fight in the Bible was about a 
worship offering (Gen. 4), and to this day, people 
bicker and disagree about what is genuine 
worship. No matter how we present our worship, 
only God knows the true intent of our pursuit of 
him. And it is in the authentic pursuit of him that 
we find excellence in worship.

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ge4


3. AUTHENTIC 
LIVES OF WORSHIP
We train in so many things consistently, 
but nothing can replace each individual’s 
commitment to an authentic life as a worshiper. 
So that when your inner life is revealed, what is 
seen and what is unseen by humans is one and 
the same.

Bill Hybels wrote a great book called Who You 
Are When No One’s looking. Work at making 
sure that you are one person: the person we 
publicly know, and the person God privately 
knows.



4. SERVE THE 
LORD WITH 
GLADNESS (Ps. 100)

Gladness is not just an emotion; gladness is a 
byproduct of joy, which is substance, a fruit of 
the spirit. You can literally live on it. Joy puts 
others at rest.

“He seldom reflects on the days of his life, 
because God keeps him occupied with gladness 
of heart” (Eccl. 5:20).

http://biblia.com/books/esv/Ps100
http://biblia.com/books/esv/Ec5.20


5. WORSHIP 
IS NOT JUST A 
LIFESTYLE
Worship is our life’s response to the grandeur 
and magnificence of our God. Worship as a 
lifestyle sounds like we would treat the Cross of 
Christ casually. But our ability to enter his courts 
and live in his presence actually cost God his 
all—for us. Never treat his worship as a lifestyle 
option.



6. BUILD A CULTURE 
THAT EMBRACES 
THE NEW
We see that the Levites were trained and skilled 
in making music before the Lord (1 Chr. 25:7). 
Never compare or be skillful for the sake of it, yet 
always encourage people to be developing their 
gifts, to try new things, new ideas. Be vigilant to 
train and grow and strive for freshness in all that 
you have been given, for the glory of his name. 
As the Scripture says:

http://biblia.com/books/esv/1Ch25.7


7. GOD’S 
PRESENCE IS 
GREAT POWER
Our role is to declare and announce that God 
is here. If we just play and lead to please the 
ears of man and satisfy our own desires to play/
sing, and march into services without a holy 
awareness of his presence and magnificence, 
then we rob people of their spiritual inheritance. 
Lead people to the courts of our God.



8. ENTER HIS GATES 
WITH THANKSGIVING 
& HIS COURTS WITH 
PRAISE (Ps. 100:4)

This sequence is God’s idea, not just the delight 
of all sanguines worldwide. Be confident to lead 
people in the high praise of our God. Announce 
that our God reigns.

http://biblia.com/books/esv/Ps100.4


9. SPEAK A 
KINGDOM CULTURE
If your team knows how to play music but the 
culture is one of negativity, defeat, resistance, 
offence, pride, lack of self-esteem, jealousy, 
even of unbelief, then your team will never grow 
together into a culture that is based on kingdom 
principles. Kingdom music is crafted in the heart 
of a human being who gets a glimpse—a taste—
or hears the sound of the kingdom of God.



10. PEOPLE  
OF PRAYER
It is a very presumptuous person who thinks you 
can live an effective Christian life without prayer. 
Prayer is our lifeline; prayer is our first language; 
prayer is our direct access. This is made clear in 
the Psalms—a magnificent book of prayers that 
teaches us so much about our language before 
our God. Enter with thanksgiving, bring him 
everything, love him, adore him, ask of him; this 
is the language of prayer. As you develop your 
life of prayer, you are developing your life of 
faith—and your life of worship.



LISTEN CLOSELY
As you begin to sense the direction you should 
be going, listen to these Four Voices provided by 
Worship Pastor Michael Dottin from Abundant 
Life Church in Cambridge Massachusetts to 
reflect on the past and look to the future.



1. THE VOICE OF 
THE SPIRIT (inward impression)

You always know when God is speaking to you 
because His prompting will burn within you.



2. THE VOICE OF 
REASON (common sense)

Often times we don’t use common sense when 
making decisions. For example, common sense 
would involve looking at your skills relative to the 
area of ministry you’re interested in.



3. THE VOICE OF 
FRIENDS (trusted friends)

If you surround yourself with people that have 
your best interests at heart, they will provide the 
necessary guidance you need (Prov. 11:14; 12:15; 
15:22).

http://biblia.com/books/esv/Pr11.14
http://biblia.com/books/esv/Pr12.15
http://biblia.com/books/esv/Pr15.22


4. THE VOICE OF 
OPPORTUNITY 
(circumstances) 

Be aware of the doors the Lord will open for you. 
He specializes in orchestrating circumstances 
around you so that you can see His provision (1 
Cor. 16:9; Col. 4:3). The word “doors” in scripture 
are symbolic of opportunities. Remember, vision 
precedes provision!

http://biblia.com/books/esv/1Co16.9
http://biblia.com/books/esv/1Co16.9
http://biblia.com/books/esv/Col4.3


PREREQUISITES
1. You must belong to a local church (Heb. 
10:25). No church, no ministry!

2. You must be in good-standing with your 
church (Mat. 18:15-17).

http://biblia.com/books/esv/Heb10.25
http://biblia.com/books/esv/Heb10.25
http://biblia.com/books/esv/Mt18.15-17


12 STEPS TO 
DISCOVER THE CALL
Do these traits fit you?

If you feel driven to serve through worship, 
follow these 12 steps.



1. YOU ARE VITAL
Know that you’re a vital part of the body of 
Christ. No one else can do what YOU do, you 
are unique and an essential part of the body of 
Christ (Rom. 12:4,5; 1 Cor. 12:12-21).

http://biblia.com/books/esv/Ro12.4-5
http://biblia.com/books/esv/1Co12.12-21


2. SEEK HIM
Seek the Lord for a vision (Prov. 3:6). Know the 
nature of music ministry the Lord has called you 
to (church choir, worship-team, prison, studio, 
etc.).

http://biblia.com/books/esv/Pr3.6


3. ENTRUST
Entrust your vision to God (Prov. 16:3). The 
Amplified Bible states, “He will cause your 
thoughts to become agreeable to his will.”

http://biblia.com/books/esv/Pr16.3


4. SHARE
Share your vision with people you can trust 
(Prov. 11:14; 12:15; 15:22). Wise counsel provides 
safeguards in your life.

 A. Pastor

 B. Minister Of Music

 C. Friend

http://biblia.com/books/esv/Pr11.14
http://biblia.com/books/esv/Pr12.15
http://biblia.com/books/esv/Pr15.22


5. IMMERSION
Surround yourself with people that share your 
vision (1 Cor. 3:9). You should not be working for 
God ALONE, find someone to help you launch 
and develop your ministry.

http://biblia.com/books/esv/1Co3.9


6. CONTINUING 
EDUCATION
Stay in an atmosphere of teaching and training 
(Eph. 4:11,12). Keep yourself exposed to sound 
biblical teaching.  
Sound: that which is suitable for practical 
Christian living.

http://biblia.com/books/esv/Eph4.11-12


7. GLORIFY GOD
Seek to glorify God (Col. 3:17). This is an 
ATTITUDE. Your motive must be pure. The 
phrase “in the name of” means, to express the 
thoughts, or speak with the authority of the 
named individual. To glorify God literally means 
to DEMONSTRATE HIS ATTRIBUTES.

http://biblia.com/books/esv/Col3.17


8. BE PERCEPTIVE
Be ministry minded (Mat. 20:28). Be sensitive 
to the NEEDS of the people. Your sensitivity to 
people is solely based on your sensitivity to God.

http://biblia.com/books/esv/Mt20.28


9. FOLLOW  
THE SPIRIT
Depend on the Spirit of God to empower you (1 
Sam. 16:11-23). The anointing of God is essential 
to you functioning in the Ministry of Music. 
When you’re anointed by God, other people can 
VERIFY it (vs. 18). You will be identified as one 
whom God is with (vs. 18).

http://biblia.com/books/esv/1Sa16.11-23
http://biblia.com/books/esv/1Sa16.11-23
http://biblia.com/books/esv/1Sa16.18
http://biblia.com/books/esv/1Sa16.18


10. MAINTAIN 
PURITY
Maintain a life of purity (2 Tim. 2:19-21; 2 Cor. 
7:1). Right-living ensures your usefulness to God.

http://biblia.com/books/esv/2Ti2.19-21
http://biblia.com/books/esv/2Co7.1
http://biblia.com/books/esv/2Co7.1


11. GIVE FREELY
Don’t neglect your gift (1 Tim. 4:14). The gift that 
God has given you is to be GIVEN AWAY! The 
body of Christ is depending on your contribution 
to the kingdom of God.

http://biblia.com/books/esv/1Ti4.14


12. FAMILY FIRST
Keep your family BEFORE your ministry. Maintain 
balance between family and ministry. Be careful 
not to do ministry at the expense of your family. 
There’s a difference between serving God and 
serving God so much that you are neglecting 
your family. The Lord never intended for us 
to serve Him and let our families suffer in the 
process. You will know when your priorities are 
out of order when your wife and children begin 
to complain about your excessive absence. Your 
family is your FIRST ministry!



GO FOR IT
As you embark on this awesome journey of 
faith, get your resume out there!  See if there 
are any open positions in your area that match 
your experience and skill level.  Seek God and 
continue worshipping!

Troy Irvin is a visual designer and art director currently working on 
marketing in the church and ministry space.  He creates identity 
and branding, print design and anything visual to enhance the 
story.  His work is available at troycreates.com

http://churchjobfinder.com/submit-resume/
http://churchjobfinder.com/find-a-job/
http://www.troycreates.com/
http://churchjobfinder.com/
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