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4  God With Us

INTRODUCTION
This Christmas, invite your church and community to ex-
perience the miracle of the gift of His presence—God With 
Us. During the season of Advent, the four weeks leading up 
to Christmas, dive into the meaning of hope, love, joy and 
peace. Everything changed on that unexpected first Christ-
mas more than two thousand years ago. The trajectory of 
history, the future, even infinity, was transformed when God 
became man. Jesus the Son of God became the Son of Man, 
fully divine yet fully human. As the prophet Isaiah foretold 
long before, Jesus came to earth as Immanuel, God with us 
(Isaiah 7:14).

Advent is a season that is officially observed in many 
churches. The four weeks before Christmas are set aside as a 
time of expectant waiting and preparation for the celebration 
of Jesus’ birth. The term advent is a version of the Latin word 
which means “coming.”

But Advent is not just an extension of Christmas, it is a 
season that links the past, present and future. Advent offers 
us the opportunity to share in the ancient longing for the 
coming of the Messiah, to celebrate His birth, and to be alert 
for His second coming.

If you are planning on hosting the Christmas Eve service 
only, instead of the entire Advent series, you can use the in-
formation in this guide and apply it to planning and hosting 
your Christmas Eve service. 

The kit contains everything you need to plan and host a 
powerful four-week series and Christmas Eve service based 
on the four Advent themes. That includes practical resources 
for reaching out to your community, promoting the series, 
and even complete sermons to take the pressure off during 
this busy season.
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One of the most valuable pieces of the God With Us se-
ries is a gift book that you can provide for your church mem-
bers and visitors. This book contains devotions for each of 
the 30 days based around the weekly Advent themes of hope, 
love, joy, and peace.

There is also one devotion for Christmas Eve and one for 
Christmas Day. In addition, each of the sections contains an 
introduction page with verses to memorize, a song to sing, and 
a verse to focus on throughout the week. We encourage your 
members to use these sections as a guide for a weekly lighting 
of their own Advent wreath. Whether done alone, as a family, 
with friends or a small group, taking the time to practice the 
tradition of the lighting of the candles will add to the richness 
of their Advent experience.

In a season often marked by frenzied busyness, Advent is 
an opportunity to set aside time to prepare our hearts. The tra-
dition and the devotions in this book are designed to help us 
place our focus on a far greater story than our own—the story 
of God’s redeeming love for our world.

So no matter what the department stores try to tell us, 
Christmas has not yet arrived. There is value as well as ex-
citement in patient, expectant waiting. May this be a season 
of wonder for your church as you discover themiracle of His 
presence this Christmas.


