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Established - Week 1: Knowing God 
 
Welcome, everybody. Thanks for being with us today. We’re starting a new series today 
called Established. In this series, we're going to learn how to be rooted and established 
in the love of God. 
 
For the next 40 days, would you go on this journey with us? Would you be here every 
single weekend? Would you get into a group?  
 
This is a 40-day, 6-week initiative. My prayer is that, by the end, all of us will be more 
rooted and established in God’s love.  
 
You can download the series app for free on your mobile device and use that to join a 
group. Go on the app and click on Next Steps. Then choose your campus. After that, 
you’ll be able to see available groups you can join. 
 
We have 500-plus groups that you can join. Click on Join a Group to see the options, 
and you can also filter by days of the week, whether you need childcare, zip code, and 
more. Being involved in a group will greatly enhance your experience in this series, 
guaranteed.  
 
Each campus has both large and small groups, and ones that meet on campus and off. 
Everybody pay attention: Get in a group. Over the next few weeks, we're going to learn 
how to be rooted and established in the love of God. You need this. I need this. We 
need this. Let's do it together. Sound good? All right.  
 
In your Bible, turn to John Chapter 17. That's in your New Testament. Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, John. Chapter 17. Jesus is soon going to be going to the cross to die for your sins 
and mine, and he's praying here for future believers. He's praying for all the people in 
the future that would put their faith in him, and here's what he says.  
 
It says, “After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and he prayed.”  
 
“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your son that your son may glorify you. For you 
granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have 
given him. Now this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you have sent.” 
 
Read verse 3: “Now this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you have sent.” 
 
Why did Jesus come? What's life all about? What's Christianity all about? Christianity is 
about more than just heaven and hell. That's a big part of it, but it's broader and bigger 
and more deep and wide than that. The Christian life is more than not sinning. The 
Christian life is more than the hereafter, the afterlife. It's also about the here and now.  
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Let's break it down. (Notes are available in the app if you want to download that for free 
on your mobile device.) 
 
There are three main things here in these few verses of scripture that we just read.  
 
Number one, here's what we read. Jesus came to give us eternal life. This begs the 
question, why did Jesus die on the cross? The usual answer, if you've been in church, is 
that it was about paying for your sins. Yes, but why do you need your sins to be paid 
for? Answer: so that you can have eternal life.  
 
Does this make sense? The whole purpose of Jesus’s arrival, the whole purpose of the 
cross and the resurrection is so you may have eternal life. Life is what it is. Eternal is 
the adjective that describes how long it lasts, which means the whole reason that Jesus 
came, died on the cross, and rose again, is so you could have life.  
 
Let me correct some of our thinking here. Some of us, because we watch teachers and 
preachers on TV, have this idea that Jesus came so we could have “stuff.” We think the 
purpose of this existence is to be happy and to have stuff and to never be sick. Our idea 
is: “I’ll give God a try. I’ll get in enough points in the right system so I get paid back with 
an easy life.”  
 
You don’t believe you think this way? Then let me ask you this. Have you ever had 
something bad happen in your life and you think to yourself, “God, are you kidding me? 
I've been to church like six weeks in a row. “ 
 
You're driving down the road, bam. Flat tire and you're like, “Seriously, Lord?” Doesn’t 
that sound funny? “Seriously, Lord?” As if the Lord owes you, the servant, something? 
But we have the flat tire. “Oh, God. You owe me. Did you not notice I've been at church 
six weeks in a row? God, I went to church every weekend all year one year, and I still 
don’t have a winning lottery ticket. God, you owe me.”  
 
There's this idea being propagated that if you give your life to Jesus, that all of the 
sudden, in this existence, everything is smooth and fine. That's not why Jesus came. 
Jesus came so you could have real life. Life and life eternal.  
 
Let’s look at point number two. Eternal life is, as Jesus defines it in what we read, two 
words: knowing God.  
 
Eternal life is knowing God. 
 
This is massive. Jesus taught that eternal life is not about a destination. It's about a 
relationship.  
 
Jesus said: “Now this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you have sent.” When he says that eternal life is knowing God, he's not 
talking about knowledge about. He's talking about knowledge of.  
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There’s a massive difference in believing things about God and actually trusting in God. 
Trusting in God is a relational exchange. Believing things about God is an educational 
event. Believing things about God is educational. Trusting in God is transformational. 
When Jesus says that he came, died on the cross, rose again, his whole deal was 
about you having eternal life. Eternal life is knowing God. 
 
He came to offer you a relationship—not just in the hereafter or heaven, but in the here 
and now. The purpose of life is to know God and walk with God. To know him. The 
things that you've heard about in the scriptures, whether you're a church person or not, 
all of it's about knowing God. The greatest thing for David was not when he defeated 
Goliath. The greatest thing for David was that he knew God. The greatest thing for 
Moses was not when the Red Sea parted. The greatest thing for Moses was that he 
knew God. He had a friendship with God. The greatest thing for Simon Peter wasn't 
when he walked on the water, but that he had a relationship with God through his faith 
in Christ. When I grew up in church, the whole thing was about the afterlife, but that's 
not actually what the Bible teaches. 
 
It includes that, but Jesus taught that the reason you're breathing right now, the reason 
that God knit you together in your mother’s womb, was so you can know God, have a 
relationship with God, and walk with God. When I was growing up, heaven was heaven 
because you were going to be rich there. You get a mansion and pearly gates and 
streets of gold. Does this sound familiar? But heaven is heaven not because of the 
shiny stuff. You know why the streets are made of gold? Because gold is irrelevant. It's 
like pavement. What makes heaven heaven is that God is there, and we will know Him 
completely and we will fellowship with Him completely. Listen. And our souls will be 
satisfied. Heaven is heaven because heaven is about Him.  
 
For some of us, we're doing what's right. We're living a good life and really, what we're 
after, what we're hoping for, is what God will give us. It could be that we're trusting in 
some outcome, we're trusting in some blessings instead of trusting in Him, the one who 
actually blesses.  
 
Life is about God. It's not about getting His stuff. It's about getting Him. If you and I are 
going to be established in the Christian faith, we've got to start right there. It's the 
cornerstone of the whole thing, that through my faith in Jesus I have eternal life. Which 
is what? A relationship with God that never ends.  
 
Last main point: Christianity is about having a relationship with God. That is what it's 
about. It's about relationship. Knowing God and walking with God.  
 
Over the next few weeks, we're going to talk about how that works. If you're going to 
have a relationship with somebody, you've got to learn to talk to them and you've got to 
learn to listen to them. In fact, next week we're going to talk about how to hear from God 
and how to communicate with God and we're going to grow and be established in our 
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relationship with Him and in that, be rooted and established in His love. I hope you will 
join us for this important journey. 
 
Let’s pray.  
 
  


